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Dear XXXXXX,

How are you? It's been a difficult few months. The pandemic has affected all of us, especially Rhode Islanders who were struggling before COVID-19 — like Alice.

Alice was living in her car. Three days ago, her landlord had removed the doors from her apartment, evicting her and her five children. Her gas tank was running low, and she was running out of options.

Then, Alice drove by United Way. Last year she’d called 211, and a call specialist had given her a list of local food pantries. Hoping that 211 could help her again, she took a deep breath and knocked.

While her children played in the waiting room, she met with a 211 call specialist. The specialist asked questions to get to the root causes of Alice’s situation, and connected her with temporary housing. But, this isn’t the end of Alice’s story. Without your help, Alice’s family won’t obtain a permanent home.

United Way addresses the root causes of poverty. It starts with 211, our free and confidential helpline. Every week, 211 receives hundreds of calls. We analyze the call data to identify our community’s most pressing needs. Then, we convene community partners — government, nonprofits, companies, and [CHOOSE: Keel OR Tocqueville] donors like you — to address the root causes of those needs.

This spring, in partnership with the Rhode Island Foundation, we distributed more than $8.5M in grants to nonprofits on the frontlines of COVID-19 response. Currently, we’re partnering with the State to deliver the Safe Harbor Housing Program, which helps landlords and tenants resolve disputes without going through the traditional court process.

So, why should you give to United Way’s Community Impact Fund? Because your gift, combined with thousands of others, will solve the state’s biggest problems.

We know it’s been a tough year. If you’ve never given to the Community Impact Fund before, please consider making a gift today. If you gave last year, please consider renewing your gift with a 10% increase ($X,XXX). Together, we’ll create a stronger, more equitable Rhode Island — from the roots up. 

Sincerely,
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